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was made to administer laws or collect taxes where the
difficulties involved seemed to be unusually large. The
southern lands were a constant source of irritation to
the Turkish sultans, who felt impelled to send repeated
expeditions of Turkish troops into the Yemen and the
Hejaz. These persistent efforts to quell disturbances
caused heavy fatalities to the invaders and at the same
time intensified the separatist tendencies on the part not
only of the Arabs but also of the Turks themselves.
In the attempts to govern the Arab provinces, the Otto-
man Government pursued the policy of endeavoring to
break up the strong tribal organizations. To this end,
wer§ created sheikhs or syeds (large landed proprietors)
who were granted an unusual degree of local autonomy
and were allowed to benefit at the expense of weaker
neighbors. This scheme had the effect of causing still
further dissension among the Arabs; and to that extent
could be considered from the Turkish point of view
partially successful. In southern Iraq, where the popula-
tion is largely Shiah, the inhabitants suffered an added
measure of ill-treatment. The British Foreign Office
Handbook on "Turkey-in-Asia" contains this statement:
—"The Bedouin element does not desire any govern-
ment; the Shiahs do not desire a Sunni government; no
one, except perhaps some Kurds, wants to be ruled by
Turks; but all desire to be ruled by Moslems/7 Lite
most people, the Arabs believe that the less government
* there is, the better off they are.
Had the "World War not occurred, there seems every
likelihood that the Arabs would have prosecuted a vigor-
ous rebellion in order to achieve an Arab national state*'
In 1914, the mutinies among the Arab officers in the Turk-
ish army were numerous. Plans had been carefully laid
by them for extensive propaganda and military effort
looking forward towards liberation -from Turkish rule
in the year 1923.

